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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOUSEKEEPERS'   CHAT  Thursday","  May  27,  I937-. 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "LOCATING  THE  NEW  ELECTRIC  EQUIPMENT. 11    Information  from  the  Bureaus 
of  Home  Economics,  Agricultural  Engineering,  and  the  Extension  Service  of  the 
U.  3.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Bulletins  available,  No.  I7U9-F,  Modernizing 
Farmhouses,  and  No.  1738-F,  Farmhouse  Plans. 
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Let's  assume  that  you  are  the  homemaker  in  one  of  those  fortunate  farm 
families  who  are  now  preparing  the  house  for  the  coming  of  electricity.  Let's 
also  suppose  that  in  addition  to  electric  lights  and  outlets  for  small  appli- 
ances to  lighten  your  work,  you  hope  to  buy  some  of  the  larger  pieces  of  electric 
equipment.     You  expect  to  put  in  an  electric  water  pump,  and  later,  a  refriger- 
ator, an  electric  stove,  and  a  washing  machine. 

Very  few  families  can  buy  all  these  desirable  conveniences  at  once. 
Nevertheless,   it  is  necessary  to  plan  exactly  where  each  piece  is  to  be  used 
before  you  buy  any  of  them.     Otherwise  you  may  not  have  room  for  everything. 
Or  at  least,  there  may  not  be  room  to  use  each  new  convenience  efficiently  and 
comfortably.     Both  engineers  and  home  economists  of  the  U.  3.  Department  of 
Agriculture  suggest  that  you  make  a  scale  drawing  of  your  kitchen.     Let  half 
an  inch  on  paper  equal  one  foot  of  actual  size.     Show  on  the  plan  not  only  the 
floor  area,  but  where  the  windows  and  doors  come.    The  plan  should  show  where 
the  stationary  features  now  are,  and  where  you  would  like  them  to  be. 

Find  out  exactly  what  wall  space  can  be  given  to  a  new  electric  range 
or  electric  refrigerator,  and  then  check  carefully  the  dimensions  of  the  par- 
ticular box  or  stove  you  are  considering.     This  is  necessary  even  when  you 
expect  to  buy  only  one  or  the  other  at  the  present  time.     If  you  get  too  large 
a  range,  there  may  not  be  room  for  the  refrigerator,  and  vice-versa. 

Sometimes  you  will  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  convenient 
arrangement  of  the  kitchen  equipment  because  a  door  or  window  is  in  the  wrong 
place.     In  this  case,  changing  the  door  or  window  will  pay  dividends  every  day 
in  labor  saved.     It  is  not  a  very  big  job.     Farmers'  Bulletin  17^-9 »  Modernizing 
Farmhouses,   shows  several  good  examples  of  kitchens  improved  by  changing  the 
location  of  a  door  or  window. 

For  the  time  being  let's  take  it  for  granted  that  the  washing  machine 
and  iron  or  ironer  will  be  used  in  a  separate  laundry  room.     If  the  washing  must 
be  done  in  the  kitchen  you  will  have  to  plan  accordingly.     The  three  pieces  of 
kitchen  equipment  for  which  you  are  most  likely  to  plan  at  first  are  the  sink, 
the  electric  refrigerator,  and  the  electric  stove. 

In  placing  these  on  your  paper  plan  you  will  be  able  to  see  what  dis- 
tances have  to  be  traveled  in  doing  the  ordinary  work,  and  getting  meals,  and 
whether  your  travel  lines  cross  and  recross  needlessly.     The  routes  taken  from 
one  work  center  to  another  should  be  as  direct  as  possible. 
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If  you  are  installing  an  electric  water  pump,  you  may  want  a  new  sink. 
Choose  one  with  a  left-hand  draihboard  and  a  counter  or  shelf  at  the  right 
on  which  to  stack  dishes  "before  washing  them.     The  sink  should  have  good  light 
from  a  window  above  it  or  at  right  angles  to  it,  and,  of  course,  good  artificial 
light  at  night.    A  dish  closet  above  or  close  to  the  drainboard  is  a  step-saving 
arrangement  which  you  may  consider  while  planning  the  location  of  the  sink. 

"j 

The  electric  refrige*  "5or  is  large  and  takes  up  a  good  deal  of  room. 
It  will  not  pay  to  buy  one  that  is  too  small  to  meet  the  needs  of  your  family. 
Dr.  Louise  Stanley,  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  says  that  a  refrigerator 
with  an  interior  capacity  of  6  cubic  feet  is  hardly  large  enough  for  most  farm 
families.     Just  what  size  box  is  needed  depends  on  circumstances  on  the  individ- 
ual farm.     What  is  the  distance  from  a  source  of  fresh  supplies?    How  often  do 
you  make  trips  to  buying  centers?    When  you  are  looking  at  refrigerators  be  sure 
to  check  the  over-all  height,  width,  and  depth  of  each  one  with  the  wall-space 
and  floor  area  you  can  give  it,  including  the  necessary  distance  out  from  the 
wall  where  it  stands. 

Dr.   Stanley  says,   "Put  the  refrigerator  in  the  coolest  place  that  is 
compatible  with  a  good  routing  of  work.     Near  the  entrance  door  is  a  good  situ- 
ation. "    The  type  of  electric  refrigerator  selected  may  influence  its  location 
in  respect  to  the  wall.     There  should  be  some  way  for  the  hot  air  around  the 
compressor  to  escape.     If  the  mechanism  is  underneath  the  refrigerator,  the 
cabinet  should  be  set  3  or  ^  inches  away  from  the  wall,  and  preferably  not  in 
a  recess.     If  the  mechanism  is  above  the  cabinet,  this  is  not  necessary,  but 
there  should  be  some  air  space  above  the  cabinet  whichever  type  it  is.  Some- 
times storage  shelves  are  built  too  close  above  an  electric  refrigerator  to  per 
permit  good  circulation  of  air. 

Another  important  consideration  that  influences  the  location  of  a 
refrigerator  is  which  way  the  doors  open.     Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say 
that  the  location  you  choose,   taken  in  connection  with  other  work  centers, 
will  determine  whether  you  want  a  refrigerator  with  a  door  opening  on  the 
right  side  or  on  the  left.     It  is  not  governed  by  righthandedness  or  lefthanded- 
ness.    You  do  not  want  to  go  around  the  refrigerator  door  every  time  you  put 
something  in  or  take  something  out.     Refrigerators  come  with  the  doors  set 
either  way,  and  if  your  dealer  does  not  have  the  one  you  need,  he  can  order 
it  for  you. 

This  matter  of  the  direction  the  doors  open  also  comes  up  with  electric 
ranges.    When  you  open  the  oven  door  you  want  to  be  able  to  take  your  roast  out 
easily.    Home  economists  advocate  ranges  with  ovens  so  placed  that  one  does  not 
have  to  stoop  to  get  at  them. 

When  you  select  a  location  for  the  electric  stove,  avoid  placing  it  in 
a  direct  draft.  Consider  its  shape,  height,  and  depth  as  it  stands  away  from 
the  wall,  as  with  the  refrigerator. 

Incidental  to  the  actual  space  occupied  by  these  larger  pieces  of 
equipment  are  the  service  outlets  you  will  need  for  the  smaller  appliances 
you  may  eventually  use  in  your  kitchen  or  dining-rroom,  especially  if  a  dining- 
alcove  is  part  of  the  kitchen.    You  will  want  such  outlets  near  the  places 
where  the  toaster,  mixers,  percolator,  waffle  iron,  and  so  on  will  be  used. 
And  don't  forget  the  kitchen  radio. 
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